
 

November 3, 2014 
 
As winter settles in for the long haul, I felt that it was important to have a “winter update” to our bi-annual 
newsletter. In this update, I hope to help answer some frequently asked questions pertaining to the winter 
season here at the Highway Department and provide some general winter safety tips. I hope you find it 
informative, but of course please feel free to contact our office at any time with specific questions you may 
have. 
 
Have a safe and happy winter! 

Dean E. Steingraber, P.E.  

Waupaca County Highway Commissioner 

 
 
Waupaca County Highway Department is responsible for the winter maintenance of all County Trunk 
Highways. County Trunk Highways (CTH) are all highways that are named with a letter (CTH B, CTH N,      
CTH S etc). We are also hired by the State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WDOT) to plow state 
highways. WDOT highways are all highways that are named with numbers (USH 10, USH 45, STH 49 etc). And 
we are also hired by some townships and villages to plow. Township and village roads are roads with names 
such as Smith Road, Curtis Lane, 4th Street etc.  
 
Municipalities that we do winter maintenance for include: The Townships of Bear Creek, 
Caledonia, Dayton, Dupont, Helvetia, Larrabee, Little Wolf, Matteson, Union, 
Waupaca and Weyauwega. We also plow some specific roads in the Town of 
Mukwa. Villages include Big Falls, Embarrass, Ogdensburg and Scandinavia.  
 
Priority for plowing includes many factors. The WDOT requires 24 hour service 
on USH 10. County highways are usually the next set of drivers that are called out 
with township committees and Village boards determining when they feel their 
roads should be plowed. Some Townships/Villages may say “if you are sending plows onto the county roads, 
then send them on ours”, others may contact us each storm. Type of snow (wet and heavy, light but drifting 
due to winds, etc) and the amount of snow will make a big difference in the amount of time it takes to clear 
the roadways. If, for example, it is snowing very hard, a driver may have cleared the slow lane of 
southbound USH 45, and by the time they make the turn, and do the slow lanes of northbound USH 45, then 
make the pass for the fast lanes, the South Bond slow lane may be ready to be plowed again!  
 
Salting and sanding is another topic we are asked about. If it is really cold, salting a road will not be as 
helpful as sanding it for example. Or adding salt to a road when we are expecting additional snow can be a 
waste of resources. The WDOT also regulates what can be put on the State and US highways. 
 

If you have a question on how your road is being plowed, please contact our office at 715-
258-7152 for all state and county highways. Please contact your town or village official 
regarding those types of roads. Listing of those officials can be found at 
http://www.co.waupaca.wi.us  under the “government” tab then “directory of officials”.  

 

 
 

Update 

Who Plows My Roads? 

According to State Statute 86.01 it is illegal to place material, such as snow, in the travel way of any 
road or highway. This activity may also cause an accident to happen. Please consider this as you 

remove the snow from your driveway this winter. 
 

http://www.co.waupaca.wi.us/


Safety Around Snow Plows      

Snow plows tend to travel at a lower rate of speed than other vehicles, so be 
sure to slow down if you see one in front of you. The person operating the snow 
plow may also need to stop more frequently than other drivers to make sure 
that the lights on it are free from snow and ice.  
 
Do turn your lights on so that the snow plow operator can see you. You should have your headlights on even 
during daylight hours. If you are attempting to pass a snowplow, avoid doing so on the right-hand side. When 
the snow plow is being operated, the snow and any debris the blade picks up will be deposited on the right 
side. 
 
When a snow plow is being driven, it can create a snow cloud behind it. Drivers should avoid following the 
snow plow too closely, since the cloud of snow can interfere with visibility. 
 
Clearing roads also involves cleaning up intersections, interchange ramps and median crossovers. Motorists 
should give snowplows plenty of room to work, remember not to tailgate and try not to pass. 

 
When a plow enters an intersection it frequently backs up and turns to properly clear the intersection of 

snow banks and drifted snow; this may take a few passes back and forth with unanticipated maneuvers such 

as backing up and making wide turns. The amber warning lights on snow removal equipment are there to 

alert motorists and remind them to yield the right of way. Motorists should have patience, be aware of what 

plows are doing and allow them the room to do this. 

Also, don’t forget the safety of our law enforcement officers. All of us are working together 

to get people where they need to go as soon as possible. When conditions warrant it, our 

sheriff department may enforce a “no tow band”. The reason for this is because 

conditions make it dangerous for towing to take place during that time.  

My Mailbox Was Hit!     
 
During snowstorms, there are times that mailbox damage happens. For roads that the county plows, we use 
the following guidelines.  
 
We will first ask if the plow hit the mailbox or if the weight of the snow took the mailbox down. If it was the 
weight of the snow, then it is your responsibility to replace. Please refer to proper installation of mailboxes 
located on the United States Postal Service website at  https://www.usps.com/manage/know-mailbox-
guidelines.htm  
 
If you believe that the plow has hit your mailbox, first determine who plows your snow (refer to 
“Who plows my snow” on the first page). If it is a roadway that we plow, you can contact us at 
715-258-7152. We will have an employee stop out and look the situation over as soon as possible. 
If it was hit by our plow, we will replace the mailbox with a standard mailbox. If the ground is 
frozen and we need to replace the post, a temporary fix may need to be done until we can 
replace the post. 
 

 

 Wisconsin Winter Weather Toolkit 

Wisconsin Winter Weather Toolkits are a must for anyone traveling during the 
winter months here in Wisconsin. Kit’s include items such as a blanket, ice 
scraper, flare, flashlight, candles, protein bars etc.  To access the kit visit 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/P0/p00652.pdf 

https://www.usps.com/manage/know-mailbox-guidelines.htm
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